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● Tourism was one of the fastest growing
sectors in Asia and is the third largest
foreign exchange earner in Sri Lanka

● In 2019, even with the Easter Sunday attack,
contribution of travel and tourism to GDP (%
of GDP) for Sri Lanka was 12.6 %.
Contribution of travel and tourism to GDP (%
of GDP) of Sri Lanka increased from 6 % in
2000 to 12.6 % in 2019 growing at an
average annual rate of 4.28%.
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● When the Covid-19 pandemic surfaced in 2020,
tourism was the one to face the immediate
impact and one of the industries to be strained
the most.

● Sri Lanka first went into lockdown including the
airport closure in March 2020 to control the
spread of the virus.

● This comes at a situation when the Sri Lankan
Tourism industry was suffering from the negative
impacts of the Easter attack.

● Thus from 2019 onwards the industry has not
been able to function in full operation.

● Resulting in two Bear winter seasons in 2019 and 
2020. 

:6-(89%$2%;$<)=%>?%$*%9$4/)56%:*=459/@%)*%./)%0(*1(



KJ>? G >O?>%P*
Tourist Arrivals

KJKJ Q JOR%P*

3$4/)59%&//)<(#5%2"##%7@%SLORT%7@%KJKJO



KJ>? G U.V%LOW%7*
Tourism Earnings

KJKJ%G U.V%JOS%7*



Short Term Strategies

● Introduce “Tourism Bio Bubble” Operation
○ Safe and Secure Hotels - Independent Auditing

firm along with SLTDA is checking the
requirements of the COVID-19 Health Protocol.

○ Tourism Operational Guidelines
○ Safety Guidelines for visitors

● Vaccination Programme

● Detailed Covid 19 Health Protocols to the Industry

● Economic Stimulus Package
○ Debt Moratorium
○ Permanent Overdraft and Trade Finance

Facilities
○ Working Capital Loan/ Investment Purpose Loan
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Long Term Strategies

● Introducing technology into the tourism
o Launching Travel App including details of

5000+ tourism attractions, reservation of
tickets, hotels and other service providers,
security alerts (in progress)

● Innovative Tourism Products
○ Wellness, Medicine, Wedding, Cruise

Tourism etc.
○ Long Term Visa Scheme for Digital Nomads
○ Sustainable Green Building for Tourism

Infrastructure

● Changing Tourism Promotion Strategy (From B2B
to B2C)



Tourism
Bio Bubble Operation



● The number of foreign tourist arrivals in Sri Lanka
marked as 82,327 in January, 2022, as soaring
vaccinations around the world and loosening COVID-
19 restrictions boosted international travel.

● Russia was the largest source of tourist traffic to Sri
Lanka with 16.4 percent of the total traffic, followed
by India (14.2%).

● Visitors from Europe became the largest source of
tourists to Sri Lanka with 68.8 percent of total
arrivals in January, while those of Asia Pacific
accounted for 23.7 percent.

● However, Tourism Industry operators and
stakeholders must ensure accountability with strict
adherence to the protocols and mechanisms laid
down to ensure further recovery of the industry.
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● This is the time Industry should come
together, work together and ensure Sri Lanka
will have a steady yet continued recovery
both for the sake of the country, communities
and the industry at large.
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