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Brian Mpono is Chief Executive Officer of Oceans Umhlanga Developments and Executive Director of Edison 
Power Group, with executive experience spanning property development, hospitality, infrastructure, energy 
and destination investment. 
 

His association with Oceans Umhlanga predates its development, having worked alongside visionary 
entrepreneur Vivian Reddy from the project's earliest conceptual stages through its evolution into a R5 billion 
mixed-use destination. Today, as CEO, he leads a precinct incorporating the Radisson Blu Hotel Durban 
Umhlanga, Oceans Mall and Oceans Residences - bringing together international hospitality, luxury retail, 
residential investment and tourism within an integrated urban destination. 
 

Mpono brings a distinctly African and international perspective to tourism and destination development. He 
has travelled extensively across the African continent, the United Arab Emirates and the United States, 
observing first-hand how cities and destinations compete for visitors, investment and international relevance. 
Equally important is his deep familiarity with South Africa itself. Fluent in nine South African languages, with 
a working knowledge of Twi and Swahili and conversational Arabic, his professional and personal journey 
has taken him the length and breadth of South Africa - across urban, peri-urban and rural communities. His 
wider travels have further shaped his understanding of people, culture, mobility and the visitor economy, and 
of South Africa's place within the broader African and global tourism market. 
 

He is a strong advocate for viewing tourism not simply through the lens of hospitality, but as an economic 
ecosystem in which private investment, aviation, infrastructure, mobility, retail, culture and the visitor 
experience work together to create globally competitive destinations. Mpono also serves on the Board of the 
Property Practitioners Regulatory Authority and is actively involved in investment and business initiatives 
across South Africa and the African continent. 
 

His current focus includes strengthening KwaZulu-Natal's tourism investment proposition, improving 
connectivity and destination competitiveness, and advancing public-private collaboration capable of 
translating tourism infrastructure into sustainable economic growth, employment and inclusive opportunity. 
 
KEY AREAS OF EXPERTISE 

• Tourism investment and mixed-use destination development. 

• Infrastructure, property development and public-private collaboration. 

• African and global tourism market insight. 

 

SATIS 2026  

Brian Mpono offers a private-investment view on how tourism infrastructure and public-private collaboration 

can drive inclusive growth. 


